
President’s Message

Once again the Arcadia High 
School Instrumental Music 
Program is proud to boast an 

enrollment of more than 850 students. 
This is a testimony to the dedication 
of the directors who welcome every 
student who is willing to make the com-
mitment.
   We hope that every parent is willing 
to make an equal commitment to our 
program. It takes an army of volunteers 
to support a program of this size, so 
everyone’s help is needed. As you read 
through this newsletter, you will see 
the tremendous amount of activities 
planned for our music students and the 
names of many of the volunteers who 
chair these events.
     In addition, there are a vast number 
of parents behind the scenes who ride 
busses, clean shoes, ýt costumes and 
uniforms, donate supplies, cook lunch, 
sell tickets, make þiers, set-up, clean-
up, etc., etc., etc. Every one of these 

people is important to the program. If you 
see them at an event, but sure to thank 
them for their exceptional dedication to 
our program and our students.
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November
Calendar

                Photo by IRENE KAHN

4 Home Football   
(Glendale, 6 p.m.)   
Music Club Business 
Meeting, 7 PM 

5 Chino Parade & Field 
Tournament

12 La Palma Parade 
& Los Altos Field Show   
Music Club General 
Meeting, 7 p.m.

18 CIF Football 
(possibly)

19 Arcadia Festival of 
Bands                      C

December

3 SCSBOA Field 
Championships

6 Music Club Business 
Meeting, 7 p.m.

     For those who are unable to devote that 
many hours, there are still many ways you 
can contribute to this important endeavor 
in your child’s life. The most important 
thing you can do for your children is to 
come out to hear and watch them perform. 
In the coming months, you can attend a 
concert, footall game or band review.
        On November 19th, stand on Baldwin 
Avenue and cheer for the 400+ Marching 
Band & Color Guard as they march down 
the street. That evening, come to East Los 
Angeles College to watch them perform 
their Field Show, along with the best high 
school bands in Southern California.
     Mark Dec. 13 on your calendar to 
come hear Orchestra I’s Winter Concert. 
    See PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, Page 3
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Both percussion ensembles are off 
to a good start this semster, with 
many activities going on already. 

The Varsity group performed very well at 
the El Camino Field Tournament on Oct. 
8, and was rewarded with the Percussion 
Sweeptstakes Award.
     Upcoming October events include 
the Homecoming game on Oct. 28 and 
the Mt. Carmel Tournament on Oct. 29. 
November is a very busy month with the 
Chino tournament Nov. 5, La Palma/Los 
Altos Nov. 12, and the Arcadia Festival 
of Bands on Nov. 19. The season will 
conclude on Dec. 3 with the SCSBOA 
Championship event. Please make it a 
point to see the band perform at any one 
of these events.
     The JV Ensemble has been preparing 
music and cadences for the Arcadia Fes-
tival of Bands on Nov. 19. You can catch 
them on the street at the beginning of the 
parade, and at the Percussion Festival at 
Salter Stadium later in the morning.
     Both groups will have parent meetings 
toward the end of November to plan for 
second semester events. Speciýc times 
and dates will be announced at a later 
time. If you need any additional infor-
mation, please feel free to contact me at 
ksherrill@ausd.net.

     Kevin Sherrill, Percussion Director

Percussion Notes

Ihope you are as excited about this 
year as we are. Our marching sea-
son began with three home football 

games in a row. Since then, the band and 
color guard have been busy learning this 
yearôs ýeld show and parade march.    
     On October 8th, we went to our ýrst 
Band Review at Placentia. The ýrst time 
out competing is a nervous one, putting 
all the elements together, trying to give 
our best effort and hoping that the judges 
would like the new march we had chosen, 
“The Boys of the Old Brigade.” 
     When the morning had come to a 
close, our Auxiliary had won 2nd place, 
our Drum Major, Alan Riley, had won 
1st place, and the band had won the 
Music award. The combined groups of 
Auxiliary, Drum Major and Band earned 
the Sweepstakes award with a score of 
92.15.
     We all then went to the South Bay In-
vitational Field Tournament for our ýrst 
ýeld competition. By the conclusion of 
the evening, Arcadia had won: Auxiliary 
Sweepstakes, Percussion Sweepstakes, 
Visual Sweepstakes, Music Sweepstakes, 
and the Band Sweepstakes awards to cap 
off a great ýrst day of competition.
     The best part of the day was seeing the 
entire group compete at the same perfor-
mance level that they use to rehearse.
     Our next compeition will be in San 
Diego at the Mt. Carmel Tournament. 
Please take the time to come out and 
both see and support your children as 
they give their best effort representating 
Arcadia High School. We look forward 
to seeing your throughout the season.
     Tom Landes & Kevin Sherrill
     Band Directors
     Arcadia High School 
     Apache Marching Band

Band News

     Hear ye, hear ye,hear ye! 
     Keep February 25, 2006 open for the 
12th Annual Orchestra Beneýt Dinner.   
    Join us in celebrating the “Renais-
sance” with a wonderful evening of Food, 
Fun and Music.
     Ye will not be disappointed!
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Every builder knows that a house 
that lasts is built upon a strong 
foundation.  Recently, we have 

received news of yet another natural 
disaster, this one in the Kashmir area 
of Pakistan. News reports stated that 
entire villages were reduced to rubble as 
foundations gave way.  
     For every music student, the fall of the 
year is a time for constructing our foun-
dations.  In the rush to “build the house”, 
sometime we can be tempted to neglect 
our foundations. It is no different for string 
players. The music that we have chosen 
for our fall and winter concerts has been 
carefully selected to lay a strong founda-
tion, one that we hope to build upon in the 
spring of the year.  
     At our ýrst concert of the year, all 
three Arcadia High School orchestras 
were joined by orchestras from Foothills, 
First Avenue and Dana Middle Schools.  
The Arcadia High School portion of this 
year’s concert will feature works primar-
ily of French and British composers. Or-
chestra I performed works by Handel, 
Ravel and Ganne; Orchestra II performed 
works by Vaughn Williams, Elgar and El-

Orchestra Info

President’s Message Cont.

liott; and Orchestra III concluded the 
concert with the complete St. Paul’s 
Suite by Gustav Holst.  
     After developing a ýrm foundation, 
there is always the need for a strong 
support system.  The Music Club and 
Orchestra Parents are our strong sup-
port system.  Thank you to the many 
parents who have helped with regis-
tration, Music Camp, orchestra dress 
and shirt ýtting, the car wash, Orches-
tra Potluck and so much more.
     Our next orchestra concerts will be 
in the Month of December.  Orchestra 
I will present their Winter Concert  on 
Tuesday, December 13 at Holly Av-
enue School Auditorium. Two days 
later on Thursday, December 15, Or-
chestras II and III will participate in 
the Holiday Concert at San Gabriel 
Civic Auditorium. Ticket information 
and maps will be forthcoming. 
     It’s starting out to be a great year, 
make sure you are a part of it!

     Tom Forbes & Rick England
     Orchestra Directors

 “No Musician Left Behind”
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then on December 15, attend the Holiday 
concert at the San Gabriel Civic Audito-
rium to see Orchestra II and the Symphony 
Orchestra perform.
     However you are able to participate 
in your student’s music experience, the 
investment will be well worth it. 
     You will witness ýrst hand the transfor-
mation our students make from youngsters 
to young adults. 

     The lessons they learn extend far 
beyond the rehearsal room, and not 
only expand their musical expertise, 
but give them the skills necessary to 
deal with the challenges of life. 
     Don’t miss out on the opportunity 
to be a part of this awe-inspiring pro-
gram.

Sandy DeSurra
Music Club President




